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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The Booklet for Guidance “What-to-do: problem – processes – solution”, the MARLISCO Guide for Reducing 
Marine Litter: Get Inspired and Become Innovative Through Best Practices”, is the MARLISCO Project ‘MARine 
Litter in Europe Seas: Social AwarenesS and CO-Responsibility’ deliverable 2.4. It describes the process of 
developing the MARLISCO Guide for reducing marine litter using the best practices recorded within the project. 
 

1.1 Reference Documents 

• Orthodoxou, D.L., Mossbauer, M., Loizidou, X.I. (2013). Collection of best practices that aim to reduce the 
amount of marine litter (Web-database of 50 short and 10 detailed best practices). Deliverable D2.2 
report.  MARLISCO project. MARine Litter in Europe Seas: Social AwarenesS and CO-Responsibility. (EC 
FP7 Coordinated and support action, SIS-MML-289042), December 2013. 171pp. Available through: 
http://www.marlisco.eu/best-practices-118.en.html  

• Orthodoxou, D.L., Loizidou, X.I., Loizides, M.I. (2013). Analysis of the processes and solutions of the 72 
best practice examples. Deliverable D2.3 report. MARLISCO project. MARine Litter in Europe Seas: Social 
AwarenesS and CO-Responsibility. (EC FP7 Coordinated and support action, SIS-MML-289042), 
November 2013. 74pp. Available through: http://www.marlisco.eu/analysis-of-the-processes-and-
solutions-best-practices.en.html  

• Loizidou, X.I., Loizides, M.I., Orthodoxou, D.L. (2014). A novel best practices approach: The MARLISCO 
case. Mar. Pollut. Bull., 88 (1-2), 118-128,  
doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.marpolbul.2014.09.015.   

• Orthodoxou, D.L., Loizidou, X.I., Loizides, M.I. (2014) The MARLISCO Guide for Reducing Marine Litter: 
Get Inspired and Become Innovative Through Best Practices, ISOTECH LTD, 2014. ISBN: 978-9963-720-
90-3 
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2 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 
MARLISCO ‘MARine Litter in Europe Seas: Social AwarenesS and CO-Responsibility’, is an FP-7 funded project 
that aims to develop and evaluate an approach that can be used to address the problems associated with marine 
litter and that can be applied more widely to other societal challenges. Considering that marine litter is a key 
threat to marine habitats, species and ecosystem services, MARLISCO aims to achieve substantial benefits 
through better integration among researchers, stakeholders and society, ensuring a holistic approach to the 
issue towards a collective vision for the sustainable management of marine litter across all European seas. One of 
the project objectives is to develop a ‘what-to-do: problem-processes-solution’ Guide, a user-friendly tool for 
decision-making authorities to increase their effectiveness in managing and reducing marine litter. This output 
has been called “MARLISCO Guide for Reducing Marine Litter: Get Inspired and Become Innovative Through Best 
Practices”. 
 
The Description of Work (DoW) called upon the MARLISCO project to identify examples of potential solutions for 
the reduction of marine litter, through a best practice approach, to evaluate them in order to select those with 
the greatest potential to reduce marine litter across Europe, and to use these best practices as the basis for the 
development of the Guide. 
 
A total of 72 best practices were recorded within MARLISCO. The process of collecting these practices was 
described in detail in Deliverable 2.2 – Description of the MARLISCO Web Database of Brief and Detailed Best 
Practices. This same deliverable also includes a description of the 72 recorded best practices, whereas the web-
database can be viewed at http://www.marlisco.eu/best-practices.en.html. 
 
The process of evaluating the best practices is described in the paper ‘A novel best practices approach: The 
MARLISCO case’, written by ISOTECH’s Xenia I. Loizidou, Michael I. Loizides and Demetra L. Orthodoxou and 
published in Marine Pollution Bulletin (http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.marpolbul.2014.09.015). 
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3 METHOD 

An analysis of the 72 best practices for the reduction of marine litter, collected from around Europe, and 
recorded in MARLISCO’s web-database, has shown that they can be clustered in 14 categories, each representing 
initiatives with specific, and often innovative, characteristics. The 14 clusters are as follows: 

1. Practices targeting plastics 
2. Economic and market based instruments 
3. Policies/regulations to minimise marine litter 
4. Waste from rivers 
5. Floating litter 
6. Seabed litter 
7. Waste from ships 
8. Practices targeting cigarette butts 
9. Beach clean-ups  
10. Working with schools 
11. Integrated approaches to the marine litter problem 
12. Raising awareness 
13. Promoting social responsibility 
14. ‘Other’ types of practices 

 
For each of these 14 best practice clusters, the Guide provides an overview of the types of activities that different 
stakeholders could implement to reduce marine litter. Due to the specificities of different areas it was decided 
that it would not be wise to attempt to produce a step-by-step guide on how to implement certain practices. It 
was instead decided to provide an outline of the main types of practices and indicate further sources of 
information and detail. In this manner, the Guide acts as a starting point for anyone interested in taking action 
against marine litter. 
 
The best practices that have been included in the “MARLISCO Guide for Reducing Marine Litter: Get Inspired and 
Become Innovative Through Best Practices” offer practical examples that aim to support the implementation 
efforts of key actors and stakeholders, to transfer knowledge, experience and methods from elsewhere, and to 
present networking and cooperation opportunities. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

The “MARLISCO Guide for Reducing Marine Litter: Get Inspired and Become Innovative Through Best Practices” 
has been published with a short description onto MARLISCO’s website (http://www.marlisco.eu/best-practice-
guide.en.html). The Guide has been prepared in an interactive pdf format allowing the readers to navigate 
through it and get to those sections that interest them the most. A jpeg version of the Guide has also been 
included in this report, in Annex 1.  
 
Various partners have expressed an interest in translating the Guide to their national languages: 

• Provincia di Teramo, P1, will translate the Guide to Italian 
• ISOTECH, P12 will translate the Guide to Greek 
• TUDAV, P17, will translate the Guide to Turkish 
• EUCC-D, P11, will translate the Guide to German 
• FFCT UNL, P15, will translate the Guide to Portuguese 

 
The process is ongoing and represents additional work that was not foreseen in the DoW. However, it is 
anticipated that these translations will create added value for the project. As these additional versions of the 
Guide become available, they will also be uploaded to the project website (http://www.marlisco.eu/best-
practice-guide.en.html).  
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